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Wedding gown doyenne 
Joyce Young shares her 
secrets to stress-free 
dresses for the big day
WORDS RUTH WALKER

O
NE of Joyce Young's key 
pieces of advice for  br ides-
to-be is to get  organised 
as ear ly as possible. That 
way, your  frock is one less 
thing to st ress about . But  

when she's running out  the door  of her  
Glasgow home next  month to receive 
her  OBE, how much of her  own advice 
wi l l  she have taken?

ªI 've known about  this for  a year,º 
she says, ªbut  I  st i l l  don't  know what  
I 'm  wear ing. I 'm  the f i r st  one to tel l  
everyone they should get  organised in 
advance to take the pressure off and 
I 'm always the last  to make a decision ± 
usual ly I 'm being sewn into something 
as the taxi 's there. But  I  have some 
thoughts and I  have a l i tt le mood board 
put together ± I  just have to wait  to find 
out  i f the suppl iers can get  the fabr ics.º

Al t hough Young has been in  t he 
publ ic eye for  decades, having set  up 
her  business in 1993, designing for  the 
diverse l ikes of Sophie Kennedy Clark 
and Susan Boyle, the announcement of 
her OBE ± for services to fashion and 
the Glasgow communi ty ± came as a 
complete surpr ise.

ªWe had no inkl ing whatsoever, I 'd 
never  even thought about i t ,º she says. 
ªThe letter  ar r ived from Buckingham 
Palace in the shop post . I  opened i t  and 
read the fi rst  sentence and I  reread i t , 
then looked at  the envelope again to 
see i f i t  had come to the wrong place. 
Then I  read the fi rst  paragraph. I  was 
just  so ful l  of surpr ise and shock. I t  was 
completely surreal."

She'l l  be in stel lar  company when she 
rocks up at  the palace. Other  fashion 
folk who have already received honours 
include M ar y Quant , Karen M i l len, 
Jimmy Choo, Stel la M cCar tney, Jasper  
Conran and Amanda Wakeley. Sarah 
Bur ton , t he designer  at  Alexander  
M cQueen, received her  OBE after  she 
designed the wedding dress for  the 
Duchess of Cambr idge. Phoebe Phi lo, 
the French-born, Br i t ish designer  who 
has revived Cel ine, wi l l  also col lect  a 
gong next  month. And Judy M ur ray 
wore an embroidered vibrant  purple 
dress and coat  wi th cont rast ing jade 
col lar  and cuffs, designed by Joyce 
Young, when she accompanied Andy to 
pick up his OBE in October. 

H aving gr aduated f r om  Glasgow 
School  of Ar t  in  1975, she had been 
designing for  M arks & Spencer  when 
she took the decision to leave the high 
st reet  behind and create something 
much more special. ªI  got  fed up with 
work ing wi th a t ight  budget  al l  the 
t ime," she says. ªI  just  love working 
wi th good fabr ics. I t  star ted as cruise 
wear, and we made ever ything from 
swimming costumes to evening gowns. 
But people star ted wear ing the evening 
things to dressier  events l ike weddings, 
then a gir l  came and asked me to make 
a wedding dress."

I r o n i ca l l y,  t h i s i s w h er e 
sh e'd  b egu n  b ack  i n  t h e  
1970s, m ak i ng br i dalwear  w i t h  a 
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FRESH starts and resolutions 
begin with a healthy clear-out. 
So Spectrum is taking a long, 
hard look at its over-filled 
make-up bag and making 
some tough decisions. Out 
with the old and all that!

STYLE NEWS

AISLE STYLE Left: Christie dress by Joyce Young (£1,995). Above: Young, who will receive an OBE next 
month. Below: Judy Murray wears a Joyce Young-designed embroidered dress and coat as Andy Murray 
picks up his OBE alongside Kim Sears and his father Will. Photographs Martin McCready/Fiona Hanson/Getty Images

business par tner. ªSo I  almost fel l  back 
into i t .º

Cr eat i ng bespoke br i dalwear  can 
be a demanding business, when the 
hopes and dreams of a l i fet ime can 
be at  stake. So consider  the chal lenge 
at  hand when one br ide-to-be, a Game 
Of Thrones fanat ic, wanted a medieval-
style wedding...in just  six weeks. 

ªShe came wi th some ideas and I  
brought out  some fabr ics and did some 
sketches. She was pregnant  as wel l ," 
says Young, ªso she had this growing 
bump, but wanted a backless dress, and 
wanted her  br idesmaids to be backless 
too. Everything was done very quickly."

I t 's an indicat ion, perhaps, of how far  
the br idal  market  has come in recent  
years. ªWhen we star ted in the 1990s i t  
was al l  ver y much the Pr incess Diana 
dresses ± al l  ver y ful l  ± and what  we 
did then was very di fferent  because we 
were doing coats with mandar in col lars 
and long sl ips; that  east  meets 
west  style is st i l l  ver y much 
our  signature. I t 's a lot  more 
dif ficult to be dif ferent now . 
Anything goes and people are 
less stuck to convent ion.

ªM ost  gi r l s t hough, 
even  i f  t h ey ar e 
unconven t i onal , can 
be qui te convent ional 
when i t  comes to thei r  
w edd i n g. You  don ' t  
get  a lot  of people who 
real ly want  to be ver y 
di fferent ."

Bu t  m an y b r i d es 
st i l l  l i k e t o st am p 
t h ei r  i n d i v i d u al i t y 
on  t hei r  bi g day. At  
t he 2012 wedding of 
Inbetweeners star James 
Buckley to Clai r  M eek 
from Kilmarnock, the br ide 
t eam ed her  1950 s-st yl e 

Joyce Young dress wi th a pair  of br ight  
blue skyscraper  heels. 

Her  most recent high-profi le wedding 
was Anne Reid's nuptials to Derek Jacobi  
in the BBC's Last Tango In Hal i fax. But  
more impor tant than that was designing 
the wedding par ty's dresses for  her  own 
daughter, Susie, three years ago. ªThat  
was lovely to be able to do," she says, ªi t  
was very special."

I t  was also, as th ings turned out , 
a l i t t le last  m inute, as her  scheduled 
fl ights were grounded by the Icelandic 
volcano, cutt ing her  planning, buying 
and sewing t ime by two weeks. ªI  work 
better  under  pressure," she says, ªbut  I  
don't  recommend i t  to anyone else." 
Twitter: @Ruth_Lesley

Joyce Young's wedding dresses cost from £1,500 
to £8,000 (www.joyceyoungcollections.co.uk)

SKIN CROWD
OUR next beauty essential has 
won so many awards we"ve lost 
count. It"s been around for years 
and has been imitated often, but 
there is still nothing to match the 
effect of Clinique"s Beauty Flash 
Balm on tired, stressed-out skin. 
The best-seller instantly moisturises, 
brightens and tightens the skin, 
making us look more rested, smoother 
and glowing. 
£29 (www.clarins.co.uk)

BROW UNBEATEN
THE brow, they say, frames the face. An 
often ignored element of the make-up 
regime, it has come to the forefront, 
literally, recently thanks to the likes of 
Cara Delevingne"s oft-photographed power 
brow. We achieve the perfect look with Tom 
Ford"s magical brow sculpting pencil. With a 
cleverly angled point, in-built sharpener and 
brush to tame even the wildest of brows, it is 
utterly foolproof.
£34 (www.tomford.com)

LASH PASSION
YOU can spend your life searching for the 
right mascara. The brush needs to be a good 
size, it can"t be gloopy or rub off easily, there 
can be no flaky bits that get in your eyes!  
it"s a tough call for one of the most hard-
working pieces of beauty kit. Bobbi Brown"s 
Smokey Eye mascara comes only in jet black 
# because that"s the only colour you"ll ever 
need # and delivers a high-intensity injection 
of glamour in a single stroke. Job done.
£22 (www.bobbibrown.co.uk)

SEEK AND HIDE
BUT the beauty essentials that stay 
start with January"s most-used product: 
concealer. We"re yet to find a better one 

than Mac"s Studio Finish. 
Lightweight and creamy, 

so easy to apply without 
dragging, it is a discreetly 
opaque concealer that 
provides long-lasting 
coverage for dark 
shadows, blemishes and 
other bits you"d rather 
hide.

£15 (www.maccosmetics.co.uk)


