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Who has inspired you the most? And why?

The never-ending positivity of my husband Maurice, who gives me the
confidence fo keep strefching and achieving my goals. This industry
is not for the feint-hearted and befween us we have racked up 96
years in the textiles sector. We sfill enjoy the day fo day running of the
business and all that if entails probably because we have kept it fo a
manageable size so we can deal directly with our custformers and have
all our designs individually made to measure in Glasgow.

Do you have a ritual for “getting creative”?

| definitely do have a ritual for designing the collections. It involves
getting very messy with the fabrics spread around and hundreds of
thumbnail sketches. | like To do this in the evening with music playing
and a glass of wine. | prefer to be completely alone and indulge myself
in my creative Thoughts. These over fime gef narrowed down and the
final sketches prepared with all the information for the pattern cutters
As each decision is made the fabric gets removed from the "mess” and
put in a fidy queue along with the finished sketch

The difficulty, or beauty, of designing is that there is no right or wrong
Its not like adding up a row of figures where there is a correct answer,
There are infinitesimal ways of combining shape, fabric, colour and
detail and the way we do it defines the handwriting of the designer.

What do you think the biggest fabric trends of 2017 will be?

| think there will be a move towards plainer fabrics and styles

There has been so much lace over the past few years and while it will
still be around, | think it will become less popular for complete dresses
I don’t fend fo follow fashion as | like to offer my customers a good
choice of colours that | like and are flattering to the British complexion
Some seasons the frends from Europe are for strong citrus shades
which are beautiful on tanned skins but not so great on pale ones
It's all about knowing your customer and giving them a considered
good choice. Faded vintage colours for mother of the bride have
been popular for a few years and tend fto be flattering so we will
continue to offer these but also clear brights which suit women with
stronger colouring.

Are there any differences between the designs you create for Scottish
brides and the bridal party compared with those ‘south of the Border’?
We don't see a lof of difference. The best sellers are the same in both
shops because they are the most flaftering shapes and suit most figure
fypes. In Scotland there is a niche market for tartan themed weddings
so infroduced our Tartan Spirit collection so the women in the bridal
parfty can co ordinafe with the groom’s farfan.,

We also have lots of customers in London going fo Scoftish weddings
who choose to wear a touch of tartan

What are the main differences in the fabrics you use today than say 15
years ago when Textile Forum started?

We mainly use silks, which are prefty much the same excellent quality
that we have always had over the past 15 years. However, there are far
more mixes now with a litfle elastic or polyester that help with drape
and don't crease as much. Innovafion mainly comes from the blends
and | have a preference for soft draping fabrics rather than the more
structured ones.

How important to you is Textile Forum?

I always make a point fo be in London and visit Textile Forum each
season. If's greaf To see lofs of our suppliers under one roof and apart
from keeping up fo date with new developments it's a good social
occasion fo meet up with ofhers in our industry. | always come away
having bought more fabrics than infended and feeling a fresh flush
of enthusiasm.

What is the one thing you wish you had known
before entering a career in textiles?

[fs not an industry to go info if you want fo
make your forfunell  Seriously though, |
consider myself incredibly lucky to have
spent my lifetime working with fabrics in
a career That I enjoy so much. It is never
a problem to go to work and along
with my husband we work virtually 24/7
fogether. I love all aspects of it from the
designing to meeting all the wonderful
brides and mothers who come on their
journey with us. It's a real privilege to
play such an important part in such a
special day in their lives,

What is your favourite book?
Facebook.

What is your favourite film?
's got fo be a romantic oldie:
Breakfast af Tiffany’s

And your favourite TV show?

I love seeing people winning so
enjoy The Apprentice, Strictly and X
factor if we are in on a Safurday
night and all the amazing
costume dramas

What would be your “last supper”?
Well I guess I wouldn't have to be
worrying about calories, so like my
clothes | prefer simple and good quality
food: watercress soup, sea bass, spinach,
roast pofatoes, cheesecake and lofs of
good wine

What is the one item you can't live without?
Smartphone (sad).

How or where do you relax?
I do a bif of Ashtanga Yoga but | wouldn't call
that reloxing

When Maurice and | are in London we love fo
go fo the Everyman Cinema in Hampstead with
comfy couches and cockfails we are right down
there af the front - next best thing fo being IN the
film. Eafing out is our main pastime affer work when
ifs foo late fo think albout cooking we like fo have a
glass of wine and a nice meal in one of our favourite
restaurants and catfch up on the day’s activities.

What has been the most surreal event in your life?

Without doubt, receiving an OBE for services fo fextiles.
The whole process was surreal, from receiving the
unexpected letter (I thought it was a mistake or a wind
up) through to going to Buckingham Palace with my
family fo the investiture where Prince Charles presenfed
me with the award. Iwas, and still am, in shock fo receive
such presfigious recognition for something that |
enjoy doing so much. I am also absolufely delighted
and very honoured fo have received if,

Textile Forum 9 _





